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Abstract: 

The nematode Caenorhabditis elegans was first chosen 

as a "model animal" 50 years ago by Dr. Sydney 

Brenner. One feature that helped C. elegans to be 

chosen was its anatomical simplicity, with the goal to 

learn the entire anatomy at the EM level for every cell. 

After decades of work in several labs, this vision has 

been achieved.  My lab is devoted to bringing a full EM 

description to the web on WormAtlas. We have gone 

beyond this goal to study the anatomical features of 

many developmental mutants with relevance to human 

disease, to study the anatomy of aging, and to improve 

our understanding of the wiring diagram that underlies 

the animal's adult behavior. In this presentation I will 

introduce some of the new techniques that continue to 

yield new insights into nematode anatomy. 
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